AIDS Committee of Western Newfoundland, Inc.

Corner Brook, NF

Annual General Meeting

Minutes

March 28, 2001

Humber Community Y.M.C.A.

Attendance:

Marc Thackray

Aileen Woodrige


Carol Galliot

Marie McCarthy

Marina Martin


Terry Boland

Judy McCarthy

Tom White



Bill Downer

Kim Bartholomew
Terry Power

1.          Marc Thackeray, Chair of the Western AIDS Committee of Western Newfoundland welcomed all attendees to the Annual General Meeting.

2. A moment of silence was observed for those who passed away over the passed year.

3. The minutes from 2000 Annual General Meeting was read.  Aileen moved, Tom seconded the adoption of the Minutes.  All present were in favour. 

4.  
Marc Thackary provided an overview of the Committees Activities over the past year.  Report provided.

5. Tom White provided the treasurers report.  Report provided

6.  Marc Thackary asked for the 21 day notice to amend the by-laws be waived due to time constraints.  All were in favour.  Tom White moved, Aileen Woodridge seconded the amendments to the by-laws as stated.  All were in favour.  See by-law amendments, attached.

7. Father Terry Boland – Guest Presentation

Father Terry Boland is a Missionary Priest, living in Ontario and has worked with many people affected and infected with HIV and living with AIDS.  He shared his life experience with the group. Since 1995 he has worked as a residential support worker in Toronto. 

The first AIDS patient Father Boland ever worked with was in 1983.  It was through this experience Father Boland began his journey into the often devastating but powerful and rewarding missionary work with the people affected by HIV/AIDS.

Father Boland highlighted his experience with our meeting group.  Some of the points he brought forward include:

· He shared the strength and compassion that he felt counseling and listening to individuals who were going on with life and yet struggling with the impending loss of life.

· He spoke of the miraculous advances in medications over the years.

· He spoke of how sometimes it is not the “disease” but the side effects to the medications that can be difficult on the body.

· He has worked with men, women, straight, homosexual, I.V. drug users, transvestites, people with bi-polar disorders, and criminals in the justice system, street people and refugees.

· He worked in housing developments that provided support to people who needed it.  Drugs (crack) and sex trade workers caused problems.  Issues of theft were always present.  The internal environment was always a challenge in addition to dealing with bodies deteriorating condition.  Father Boland’s role was to facilitate a peaceful, safe and secure environment.  He always tried to do for people as their last request.  Preparing healthy meals, counseling, support and working with the patient’s nursing needs.

· Part of the counseling role was to allow people the opportunity to talk about their feelings, their fears, allowing them the time to make final preparations, letting families know of the situation.

· In the early days of HIV/AIDS death rates were very high.  New advances in medications have significantly increased the quality and length of life.  He now finds a greater need to assist people with life skills and their ability to cope with the disease.  

· He has worked with marginalized people.  These are people who are poor, have come from very difficult lives, most lack education, have been in or are in abusive relationships have dealt with a great deal of discrimination and hurt feelings.  Choice is limited and many people who suffer from HIV/AIDS have a lot of misery and suffering in their lives.

· Medicinal use of marijuana is an important component in the treatment process.  He has seen wonderful results with people using marijuana as a relaxing agent, to increase appetite, decrease nausea, and improve quality of life.

· Awareness and prevention are still pivotal points for finding the solution to preventing this disease.  Acceptance and compassion are needed for people who have been affected.  If people are open minded and accepting of others in terms of who they are and what they have to offer, they can be open to receiving wonderful gifts from those who are affected by AIDS/HIV.

· From his work with this special population, Father Downer’s words of wisdom is live life to the fullest, appreciate life, and every human being has a right to having their needs met.

8. Report from Bill Downer, Director AIDS Committee of Newfoundland and Labrador:

Bill Downer started working with AIDS/HIV in 1988 in Toronto.  He has since moved to Newfoundland and has begun working with the AIDS Committee of Newfoundland and Labrador.  

The AIDS Committee of Newfoundland and Labrador name change is relevant to bring the Committee name in line with other AIDS committees in Atlantic.  The 1-800 number has been receiving a tremendous amount of calls.  

Bill Downer is looking forward to making changes with the Provincial Committee including making a strong effort to work with and support the Regional Committees.  Make stronger communication a priority and provide as much support as possible.  

The AIDS Committee of Newfoundland and Labrador has devised a new pamphlet, a new website, a new email system.  These changes were necessary to be more responsive to the needs of the clients.  

Currently there are two major activities being planned.  The Candle light memorial on May 27th is being planned as well as a Retreat for individuals infected with HIV.  This “get away” weekend has received wonderful input from clients around the province.

The AIDS Committee of Newfoundland and Labrador is coordinating the HIV testing program in collaboration with Health and Community Services.

Mr. Downer concluded by congratulating the efforts of the AIDS Committee of Western Newfoundland and making a commitment to a strong working partnership for the future.

Respectfully Submitted by,

_____________________

Kim Bartholomew

